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WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! 

CATHOLIC WORKER FARM FEBRUARY  2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

We are deeply grateful for your response to our last newsletter. Soon 

where will be land taxes due and large bills for propane for auxiliary 

heat this winter. We need $7000 from the last newsletter and received 

only $3000 and need more to be able to meet our budget. 

 

News around the Farm 

The biggest news is that Brad and Marilyn are taking a sabbatical for six months to asses their 

future. That leaves Joyce and myself as the full time live in community here with Josef part time. 

Joan is working full time as a social worker in Sonora and has an apartment there and has been 

paying for the WWOOF program and the Farm development and comes home on weekends.  It 

has been a cold and whet winter which we have needed. We have continued to harvest broccoli 

and cauliflower for our food for the WWOOFers and the retreats. With a smaller staff we are 

doing only one AIDS retreat a month. 

. 

    

Organic Gardening and WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms) 

 
Kurt and Kim made two new garden beds in Chris’s garden, and planted lettuce in one of their 

new beds.  That was a fun experience for them to see a bed from start to finish.  

       Andy set up a new website, earthabides.org, with wonderful pictures.  Andy was also very 

helpful with the retreats, and led the guests on lots of nature walks. 

      We rewired the Common Building so that all the circuits work from the AC.  That project 

took a few months, and all of the WWOOFers were able to help a bit.  Jeremy who is an architect 

drew up a blueprint of lights and circuits.  Once it was finished, Jeremy took a beautiful picture of 

the CB lit up during nighttime. 

      Jeremy also figured out a design for us to use the metal rings from the old holding tank and to 

make a green house that would be 12’ wide by 14’ long.  With Ruairi’s help, we tore apart the 

holding tank and salvaged any useable wood, and are drying out the unusable wood for firewood. 

While Flora and Jeremy were here we finished culling the chickens by butchering the three-year-

old chickens and using them for food.  Flora, who is self-admittedly not a farmer, helped by 

plucking feathers while repeating to herself “Je deteste.”  

      We’ve begun building garden beds in the meadow, and have completely finished two, in 

addition we have established the foundation of the greenhouse.  Ruairi has been a tremendous 

help with this. 

      We have done countless other tasks, such as making bread, granola and tortillas to eat, 

making and canning apple cider and apple sauce, tending chickens, cutting firewood, roof repair, 

organizing seeds.  Most importantly, it has been wonderful to meet so many new people, and 

Chris has been able to share his knowledge with each WWOOFer.   

 

 

SEE Back 



 

Josef writes about:  

Helping make Miracles  

Let me tell you about Julius. He participated in our AIDS November  (Thanksgiving ) retreat. He 

is a tall strapping young man of the 40-something bracket. He hails from North Carolina where he 

was raised on a farm. He learned all the skills of a southern farmer from his step dad. 

At age 24 he came west and got into the drug community of California and all but lost his grip on 

life. HIV/AIDS got him and so did prison. His efforts at turning life around were unsuccessful 

until he landed by choice at Leland House in San Francisco. There he met Michael and Anthony 

who are precious “alumni” of Catherine House.  Julius said that they have become his mainstay, 

his buddies in staying clean and sober. They are his family now. I told him I hope that he would 

include us in his family as well. 

Julius has a pet rat. He was regaling us with stories about his pet and other rats. I said “Rats are 

fine, but I prefer lizards ( which I constantly encounter in the garden).  Julius-this will tell you 

what he is really like- jumped up and said “ I have just the thing for you!” He ran downstairs  and 

brought back a black tee shirt with a beautiful chameleon on the chest.  I asked what are these 

three holes I found. He said –proudly-“those are rat bite holes”. I was blown away by his treasure 

gift to me and I wear that shirt with pride and affection. 

Yes, Julius you are a welcomed part of our Catherine’s House family!  

 

We need your support to continue all this good work!  

 

    

During this holy season of Advent  and Christmas we send   

prayers and blessings to you and your families. 

 

 

 

The Farm Community; Brad & Marilyn, Josef, Joyce, Chris & Joan.   


