
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS! 
 

CATHOLIC WORKER FARM NEWSLETTER-MARCH 

2008        

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADRESS: 

CATHOLIC WORKER FARM 

16777 ARMSTRONG RD 

SHEEP RANCH CA 95246 

 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
WE HAVE NOT MOVED, OUR POST OFFICE CLOSED SEVERAL YEARS 

AGO AND THE POSTAL SYSTEM INSTALLED BOXES AT THE END OF OUR 

ROAD WHERE WE RECEIVED OUR MAIL. THIS IS GREAT HOWEVER 

THERE HAVE BEEN ERRORS IN THE POSTAL SYSTEM DATA BASE. IT 

HAS BEEN TELLING PEOPLE THAT WE HAVE MOVED AND OUR 

ADDRESS IS MOUNTAIN RANCH. WHAT IS ABOVE IN BOLD IS OUR 

CORRECT ADDRESS. SO THOSE OF YOU WHO SEND MONTHLY CHECKS 

YOU NEED TO CHANGE THE ADDRESS TO THE ONE ABOVE. THANK 

YOU.  
 
As you can imagine this postal problem has resulted in lost bank statements, bills etc. and 
has required a lot of work to sort out all the problems that this error has caused. We have 
finally gotten someone in customer service to begin helping resolve this problem. The 
whole town of Sheep Ranch has been in an uproar over this problem and it has been a 
challenge where Chris has been able to use Nonviolent Communications techniques to 
help create a positive resolution. Once all this is resolved it will be much better that our 
previous situation where we had to drive to Mountain Ranch to get our mail. Our mail is 
now at the end of Armstrong RD instead of a 30 minute drive. On a long morning run 
Chris passes by our new mail box. 
 
Spring is breaking out here at the Catholic Worker Farm in Sheep Ranch. We saw an 
uncommon sight on the pond a few weeks ago…a hooded merganser (duck) family 
gliding around.  Also in evidence have been two fat red robins…glorious and proud 
daffodils of many varieties scattered all over…tulips (the ones that have survived the 
gophers anyway) pushing their heads up…fruit trees beginning to blossom…the 
occasional goose making a stopover on their way north. The chickens are laying more 
too.  In sync with this, we are beginning to get the gardens ready. We can’t do a whole lot 
of bed planting because we could have frost for another month or so but we are planting 
seeds in indoor containers and what we have planted in the beds are the cooler crops and 
we have some bed covers that we can use to protect plants unless it gets really cold.  We 
would love to get a jump on the season so we could be eating out of the garden sooner. 
 
This January and into February we received a lot of snow as did all the Siera. This was 
much needed  moisture since last year was a dry year. On one of our retreats our visitors 
had a lot of fun with the snow. They don’t have a chance in the Bay Area to play in the 



snow so there were rides on saucers, snow people made, snow balls thrown and our own 
hot cider in front of a warm fire. Our visitors this winter have enjoyed many warm fires 
as a result of all the firewood we have from last year’s logging. We are looking foreword 
to a busy April with 3 AIDS Retreats scheduled and we are booking up our retreats 
through Spring and into early Summer. A new addition to our retreats is the donation of 
massage and rakie by a local friend of ours Shin-In Ma. Our guests are delighted with this 
service. 
 
Five Cities Fellowship has continued its support of our work. As well as help with fire 
wood etc they helped put a cover over a leaking portion of the roof and helped fix a leak 
in our water system where a root forced its way into our pipes. A crew came up this week 
to help move our existing solar panels to store in the barn with our new ones. These 
panels along with our new ones will give us over 5,000 Watts of solar Power for an 
average of 5 or more hours per day of sunny days. Holly Thomas from Granite Bay Solar 
is finishing up on the design for the layout of the new panels and Richwell Steel and FR 
Josef’s brothers are working on the racking for the new panels. We are hoping to get all 
of this in this spring.  
 
Speaking of FR Josef he will be celebrating his 50th year as a Franciscan Friar. Also this 
work weekend the fellowship also helped install a new direct vent heater in the trailer 
Josef uses when he comes up. Since Josef is now in his 70’s he said that the heat helps 
relieve his arthritis. We wish him many blessings and prayers. 
 
Also this March marked our 32nd Anniversary for the Farm. We could not be marking this 
anniversary without the support so many of you have given us over all these years. 
 
Brad has been busy with the candles and all the cleaning and making beds, paying bills 
etc. Marilyn has been bringing home wonderful leftovers from the Bakery for our 
community and our guests. She has also been cooking great meals and even adds 
delicious deserts to the table. Also she has done a execelent job in grant writing bringing 
in money to help with our retreat costs and with the Solar Project. 
 
While these grants have helped ease our finances, we still have lots of costs to cover. A 
round trip to the Bay Area to pick up our guests with just the cost of gas is now around 
$160 a trip. As well we just had to repair the van for $1600 to keep it in good operating 
conditions. Also while the Solar grant we just got will help cover the cost of Batteries and 
an inverter there will be more costs to run power to our buildings. So we thank you for 

your response to our last newsletter and we also need your continued support. 
 
We hold you and your families in our prayers. We know Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread in the meals we share with our guests. It is your support that allows us to break 
bread with our guests and your gifts are a sharing in the breaking of the bread. As we 
read in the Acts of the Apostles this Sunday; “The Faithful all lived together and owned 
everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared out the 

proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed.” By your sharing 

with us you make these words alive today. We wish you all Easter Blessings. 

 

Chris & Joan for the Farm Community; Brad & Marilyn, Josef, Chris & Joan.  


