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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS! 

CATHOLIC WORKER FARM OCTOBER 2008 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends & Supporters,  

As we begin Fall, there is that special crispness in the air, the leaves are falling, the first frosts 

have arrived, the gardens are harvested---this was a great year for the Italian heirloom tomatoes 

and the Japanese eggplant---and the flannel sheets will soon be going on the bed. The woodsheds 

still need to be filled, but then work is never finished, is it? 

Well, here’s the latest news. In May, Chris attended the 75
th
 anniversary national gathering of the 

Catholic Worker Movement. He has attended 4 national gatherings in his 39 years in the Catholic 

Worker Movement. At every gathering, there has been a discussion on the Green Revolution  

proposed by Peter Maurin, the Co-founder. This revolution advocates a return to the land and the 

creation of a synthesis of Cult (the primacy of the Spiritual), Culture, and Cultivation (the 

working of the soil). At this gathering of over 500 people, 50 were in attendance at the discussion 

of the Green Revolution. (At past gatherings 6-12 attended!) It is clear that this aspect of the 

movement addresses the global climate crisis in a direct way. It is Chris’s belief that this aspect of 

the Catholic Worker Movement will see growth in the years to come. To help facilitate this 

growth he has begun publishing an occasional e-newspaper; “The 21
st  

Century Agitator: Peter 

Maurin and the Ecological Crisis”. If you would like to receive a copy email Chris at 

chrismontesano@gmail.com.   

The summer has seen major work on the new solar system for pumping our water, with hopefully 

lots of backup power that will someday be diverted to the houses.  We have to give our gratitude 

to you our supporters for your donations and to the May and Stanley Smith Foundation and the 

Sisters of Mercy that provided grants to help with the finances to be able to purchase the 

components. It was Marilyn’s hard work at grant writing that brought in the grants. This whole 

project has seen the collaboration of many diverse people coming together to form a community 

of people working to make this dream of solar power a reality. Our first thanks goes to Chuck 

Allured, an expert in setting up power generation systems, who by phone has helped in figuring 

out the system. Chuck put us in contact with Holly Thomas of Granite Bay Solar who located 

solar panel seconds at a price we could afford. Holly has been a wonderful resource talking with 

me by phone to help figure out what course to take as we encountered obstacles to setting our 

system up.                                                                                                                       

Construction on the solar project began with the help of our old friend and carpenter Peter 

Menard, who came up the weekend in May that was the 75
th
 anniversary of the Catholic Worker 

Movement. How appropriate to be digging in the dirt laying out the supports that the solar panels 

would rest on. Peter Maurin, the co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, loved to work 

with the soil. We encountered our first obstacle---granite boulders that were 4’ by 3’!  We had to 

bring in a back hoe to have them dug out. In the next phase, Fr. Josef’s brother Chris brought up 

the racking (donated by Richwell Steel, the company owned by the brothers in Los Angeles)  that 



would support the solar panels. By now, the foundation needed to be reinforced by steel since the 

ground  had been disturbed by the back hoe! Chris, Josef, Brad, John Baker, a guest checking out 

our community, and Chris M, poured the foundation with a cement mixer borrowed from our 

friend Dean, from Five Cities Fellowship. When we began pouring, it looked like a slap-stick 

comedy with some cement spilling over. However, the next day we became a team and in four 

hours finished up. In July, we had a shed built. Brad, Kathy, an occasional volunteer for many 

years, along with our new community members David and Barbara helped us insulate and 

sheetrock the shed that would house the equipment. Also in July,  Five Cities Fellowship, along 

with Josef, Brad, David and Barbara, put the panels on the racking. Chris and Eric, a plumber 

from the fellowship, laid the wire to the shed. Marilyn and some folks from the fellowship put on 

wonderful meals for the work crews. In August David and Barbara helped Chris wire up the 

batteries. In September and October Chris wired the components together. Finally on Friday, 

October 17, the system was finally finished and we pumped the first water from the power 

of our new solar panels! What a joy and a relief!  

We know that many of you have helped support us by purchasing our hand-crafted candles. This 

year, Brad, who has been the main candle maker for the last 20 years, retired from candle making. 

So, we will no longer be providing candles. We thank Brad for all these years of hard work. The 

candle business has fallen off a lot and he feels he can better serve the community in taking more 

responsibility for the bookkeeping, as well as his other chores.  

As mentioned elsewhere above, we have been enjoying the blessing of David and Barbara, who 

came to us after five years in Brazil, working with the poor through the auspices of the Episcopal 

Church of Brazil. They have committed through the end of the year, and we hope they will stay 

longer! They are sure a big help and wonderful in community. 

With the cooling Fall, our AIDS retreats have started up and we are reminded again of the 

suffering of so many of our guests. Childhoods have been brutalized, with the resultant mental 

illness and drug and alcohol abuse that have flourished instead of love and laughter and the ability 

to grow up to be functional adults.  The harm can be seen in the faces, the missing teeth, scarred 

bodies and wounded hearts.  And yet, some folks are able to be very loving and supportive of one 

another.  It continues to amaze us to see the courage of many of these folks in confronting the 

challenges of everyday life, while living with these residual problems and a major illness.  A 

number of our guests live in very meager situations, some barely removed from homelessness. 

Our goal in each retreat is to create a sense of community, a caring, from the attentive listening 

we practice to the delicious meals, comfortable beds and fun evening board and card games that 

we play.  Overall is the beautiful and serene setting here in the woods, where many take walks, 

with the fresh smell of the pines and the glittering lights of the myriad stars. 

We appreciate your prayers and your continued financial support for our community and 
our guests. We hold you and your families in our prayers. We know that with the current difficult 

economic times everyone is suffering. It is by putting what we have together that we can provide 

the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. We are grateful for what you are able to share.   

Chris & Joan for the Farm Community; Brad & Marilyn, Josef, David & Barbara, Chris & 

Joan.  

 


