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Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
We are continuing to do our AIDS Retreats once a month. Joan and I were able to attend 
the National Catholic Worker Gathering in Iowa in October thanks to Brad, Josef, 
Marilyn and Pius who carried on in our absence. Pius has moved on to Martin De Porres 
House in San Francisco to be more involved in city life. We will miss his good cooking 
and friendship. Josef, Brad, Marilyn and myself are continuing to study the Nonviolent 
Communication process to improve our communication skills.  
 
Just since our last retreat, the batteries that power our solar retreat house reached the end 
of their life span. Their span is 7 to 10 years. They have been in for seven years and now 
need replacing. I just got prices today. It will cost $2200 to $2500 to replace them! We 
will need your help in order to afford these new batteries, as well as to carry on the retreat 
work here.   
  
One of the ways you can support us is by Christmas shopping at our website. We have a 
silent auction going which includes wine, pottery, photography, framed prints, etc. We 
list the value of the item and the minimum bid.  We hope you would purchase your 
desired item at somewhere between the minimum bid and value. We would of course like 
to get close to the real value. When you see an item you wish to purchase, call us at 209-
728-8271 to see if the item is still available and to give us your payment information. 
To visit our web site, go to http://www.goldrush.com/~eartha/ or google us at Catholic 
Worker Farm, Sheep Ranch and choose Home Page. Click on the Silent Auction.  
 
If your holiday gift giving includes making a donation to Catherine’s house in the name 
of a loved one or friend, we now have special donation cards made by Marilyn for that 
purpose. We are asking a minimum of $20 and will send you the number you wish and 
you can also give these as Christmas gifts.  As always, our “handmade by Brad” candles 
are also available, or we would be happy to just receive a donation. 
 
One of our guests left us the following thank you. “Thanks for always treating us like 
family. It is really one of the greatest gifts a person can receive.” This sense of family is 
one of the deepest needs in our world with all its conflict and violence. We try in a small 
way to bring this awareness of our connection with our human family in all we do. We 
cannot provide this sense of family to our guests without you, our family of supporters, 
who enable us to do this work. As always, we deeply appreciate your support and 
prayers. We will hold you and yours in our prayers during this Holy Season of Christmas.  
 
Thank You,  Chris, Joan, Brad, Marilyn, and Josef  


