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 SEPTEMBER  2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

It has been a challenging spring and summer. Brad & Marilyn, during their sabbatical, 

located a new place and have left for other opportunities in Southern California. We miss 

them in many ways, are grateful for their contributions, and wish them well. 

 

The AIDS retreats had been continued through June, with the help of Joyce, Josef and 

the WWOOFers. We have just scheduled our next set of retreats, beginning next month.   

We started a farmer’s market in Sheep Ranch, once a week through the summer. 

 

Several weeks after Brad and Marilyn moved, Joyce, the other full time volunteer here 

was diagnosed with breast cancer! At the same time she found out that her mom was 

critically ill and possibly dying.  Joyce already had breast cancer surgery scheduled at the 

hospital in Sonora where Joan works. We paid for Joyce to fly to North Dakota for a 

quick trip to see her mom. I requested prayers for her and her family and help for the 

farm through the Catholic Worker network. The day Joyce returned and had her surgery, 

her sister called and said her mom had removed her oxygen mask and was talking! This 

seemed like a miracle to her. Joyce’s surgery was successful. However, they discovered 

that her cancer was very aggressive. Joyce, still being young (32), would need 

chemotherapy every 3 weeks for 18weeks; followed by radiation for 5 days a week for 

some months; and 5 years of the drug Tamoxifen. All of this has been quite a challenge to 

Joyce. She began her chemotherapy in Sonora and some times stayed with Joan at her 

apartment in Sonora. As treatment progressed, Joyce began discussing the possibility of 

returning to North Dakota where she could be with family and friends. The hospital in 

Sonora offered to pay her fare to return to North Dakota and helped Joyce make 

arrangements with the cancer center there. 

 

The day I dropped Joyce off at the airport, as I drove home I was thinking about being at 

the farm by myself during the week, wondering what all this meant. The next morning at 

6:00 am we got a call from our son Peter’s wife in France that Peter was in an ICU unit in 

a hospital in a small French village on Lake Geneva. He had a temperature of over 104 

and they were having trouble bringing it down. He had encephalitis, swelling of the 

spinal cord and brain and was in danger of seizures, stroke and possibly not making it. 

With the help of Joan’s brother Bob, who works for United Airlines, and a buddy of his 

from work, we got companion tickets to Germany.  Bob came with us to help us make the 

plane. The three of us were the last to get on a full plane! From Frankfurt we flew to 

Geneva where we went by bus to the French village where our son was. He was in ICU 

for almost a week and then in the regular hospital for another week. This was a very 

stressful time with our son sick and being in a country where we didn't speak the 

language. Fortunately he has recovered. I had to have our neighbor Veda take care of the 

farm while I was gone. Josef helped Veda and a new volunteer, Tom Christopher, who 

arrived at the farm while we were gone. While our son was getting better Joan and I 

decided to go across the lake to Switzerland for a few days. Joan’s father was Swiss-

Italian and she wanted to see the country. The day we left we got caught in a downpour 

as we transferred from ferry to subway to trains and we both got soaked. Joan got a cold 

and I got bronchitis. We ended up spending 8 days in Switzerland until I was well enough 



to travel. Upon returning home, recovering from jet lag and bronchitis has taken me a 

while. Fortunately our son has continued to improve and is getting his health back. This 

whole experience was quite different, being the person who was the stranger and in need 

of hospitality. What we found is that everywhere in the most unexpected places we 

encountered beautiful people who treated us with love. We found this in the owner of a 

hotel, nurses in the ICU unit, clerks at the train station and hotel, a waitress and a doctor. 

This was a great source of joy. 

 

Before I left I was in contact with 4 people about coming to the farm as volunteers, Tom 

Christopher, Mike Ziegler, Alex, and Marsha Lewis. Tom and Mike are now here, Alex 

just arrived a few days ago and Marsha is scheduled to arrive October 19
th

. (More about 

Alex and Marsha next time!)  We now have the beginnings of a new community.  

Organic Gardening and WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms)  
Since the last newsletter, we hosted Lizzy and Alexa, who stayed 3 weeks. Joyce’s friend Nick 

from South Dakota also stayed from February – April and helped get seedlings started in the 

green house for spring--- broccoli, Chinese cabbage, cabbage, chard, onions, lettuces, and for 

summer--- tomatoes, melons, zucchini and more lettuce. He also helped plant in our raised beds 

peas and potatoes. We had a couple of months where no WWOOFers arrived. Then in June 

within a few days Christina, Kate, Martin from Germany, and Hilario all arrived. They dug and 

planted 5 new beds in the meadow. They planted them with tomatoes, onions, potatoes, zucchini, 

melons, and beans. I took this group of four and Joyce on a trip to Yosemite and we hiked to 

Vernal Falls, a fun trip for all especially Martin. We are now harvesting an abundance of 

potatoes, tomatoes, zucchini, beans and melons! We are also busy preserving these vegetables for 

fall and winter. 

 

Five Cities Fellowship  
This summer Five Cities Fellowship helped with the start on our new greenhouse project, turning 

our old 23,000 gal. redwood holding tank into hooped green houses. We had a crew removing 

nails and screws, a crew digging and pouring the cement foundation, and a crew milling the 

redwood staves into 2x2 boards for the wood supports for the greenhouse. Thirteen people 

helped. Thanks to all. They are on tap for continuing this; adding a solar hot water system to 

Catherine’s House; and a gathering of winter firewood. We are so grateful to Fr. Josef and Dean, 

who help organize these projects and to Monica who cooks for this large work crew. 

 

Our New Volunteers 
Tom Christoffer…”Hi, everyone! I am Tom Christoffer, a new community member here at Earth 

Abides CW Farm.  I came to the farm with intentions and energy to learn from land, trees, fruits 

and vegetables as well as the rest of our one, united Earth community of all.  I bring gifts of 

environmental education, our new universe story of unity and songs/poetry/laughter.  

Community, Farm and Earth need us! Looking forward to meeting you! For Earth, Tom” 

 

Mike Ziegler…”Hi, I’m Mike and I’m happy to be part of the Catholic Worker Farm here in 

Sheep Ranch.  I’m a 22 y/o from Wisconsin and just graduated from Marquette University in 

Milwaukee with a degree in Justice and Peace Studies.  I bring with me my state’s love of the 

outdoors, but unfortunately nearly none of its farming knowledge---that’s why I’m excited to 

learn from Chris and others here.  I came to this farm to learn to live in a way that causes the least 

harm while at the same time growing food for a just cause---namely the AIDS retreats.  These 

retreats are something I’m especially interested in.  I plan to be a part of this community until 

May, when I will go back to school for my Education degree. I tend to put things off, though, so 

who knows how long I’ll stay…” 

We need your support to continue all this good work!  

The Farm Community; Chris & Joan, Josef, Tom, Mike, and Alex   


