
 

Who among you, finding that one of your sheep was 
missing, would not leave your other 99 sheep and go 
searching for the one that was lost in the wilderness? 
 

Dear Friend of the Catholic Worker Farm, 
 Jesus calls us to the role of shepherd. Just as God is the Good Shepherd who can be counted on to rescue 
the lost, so we are asked to search out and rescue the lost. But what happens when we become lost ourselves? 
 The other night, I found myself taking a wrong turn and getting lost in the woods beyond the farm, in the 
middle of a driving rain storm. Trying to be a good shepherd, I had gone out at dusk to search for our new volun-
teer, who was lost on a solo hike. Very wet, I took shelter in an abandoned vehicle on unknown property.   
 Laying there shivering, the suburban girl in me lamented the dangers of living way out here at the Catholic 
Worker Farm, so far from people and so close to the wilderness. But I also relished the Lenten reminder that we all 
travel through a holy wilderness where we are vulnerable to becoming lost, alone, and sick, so that we may be 
forced to rely on each other and God. I rarely experience this directly because my safety net of shelter and commu-

nity is so strong. 
 Not so for everyone. Many people’s safety nets have been weakened 
or destroyed by displacement, war, and illness. This is why the Catholic 
Worker’s philosophy of hospitality is so needed: to be an unexpected safe 
harbor for strangers who find themselves lost and otherwise alone. At 3 a.m., 
my blessed rescuers were strangers, officers of the sheriff’s search and rescue 
department. Marcus and a neighbor had rescued our volunteer hours before. 
 Marcus, after suffering this night of panic, running and driving for 
hours in the rain and interfacing with a police investigation, immediately de-
clared that our HIV/AIDS retreat scheduled for the following day would go 
on. And how could I argue with him? I had just felt in my own body the pain 
and fear of being lost, and I now felt deeply for our guests who were desper-
ate for a chance to re-find themselves away from the wilderness of the city. 
 Please sponsor one of our retreat guests this spring, so that we 

can share nature’s healing embrace with people who struggle for survival and health. Your gift of $200 will 
cover fuel for a whole group coming in our van up to Catherine’s Retreat House. Your gift of $50 will cover food 
for one guest on retreat. 
 A few weeks ago, the San Francisco Chronicle ran a beautiful feature about long-term survivors of HIV/AIDS, 
including our Catherine’s House adviser Jesus Guillen. Jesus is an advocate for his generation, who lost their careers 
and savings for the old age they never thought they’d see, but have indeed reached, despite handling chronic pain 
and HIV-related illnesses. As the network of HIV/AIDS organizations founded by the gay community in San 
Francisco has shifted focus away from the early epidemic’s survivors and toward prevention and rapid treatment of 
the newly diagnosed, Catherine’s House has remained a refuge for long-term survivors who come here to grieve, 
heal, and not just survive but thrive. 
 Thank you for your support, which we desperately need in order to maintain a safe harbor in this 
beautiful wilderness. 

    Grateful for survival, Chelsea Page-Collonge, on behalf of the CW Farm Community  
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What’s happening to 
our solar system?  

 
See Pictures  
on Page 3! 

 

 

Earth Abides Catholic Worker Farm Calendar 
(209)728-8271 farm@CatholicWorker.biz 

March 19 @ 6PM  Spring Equinox Potluck and Ritual at the Farm  

March 20-25   Sacred Peace Walk, Nuclear test site, Nevada 

March 27-April 2  Shut Down Creech, Creech drone warfare base, Nevada 

April 8-11    HIV/AIDS Weekend Retreat at Catherine’s House (at the Farm) 
April 16   Bernie Sanders event in Avery, CA 

April 24   Earth Day celebration in Angels Camp, CA 

April 25-28    HIV/AIDS Retreat at Catherine’s House 
April 28 at 3:30 PM   Peace Vigil at Livermore nuclear weapons lab 

May 8     Quaker Meeting & Lunch at Livermore nuclear weapons lab 

Second week of May  Climate Action Week worldwide 

May 16-19    HIV/AIDS Retreat  
May 19 at 3:30 PM   Peace Vigil at Livermore Lab 

Memorial Day Weekend  Reunion organized by Chris and Joan Montesano at the Farm 

June 6-9    HIV/AIDS Retreat  
June 9 at 3:30 PM   Peace Vigil at Livermore Lab 

June 18 @ 6PM  Summer Solstice Potluck and Ritual 

July 15 at 3:30 PM  Peace Vigil at Livermore Lab 

September 15-18   Farm Fire Survival and 40th Anniversary Autumn Work Party 
 
 

Earth Abides Land Trust       
16777 Armstrong rd 
Mountain Ranch CA 95246 
 

 

THE CATHOLIC WORKER FARM  

ASKS YOUR SUPPORT 
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New Book By Fr. Louie Vitale, OFM 
LOVE IS WHAT MATTERS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Get your copy! www.PaceEBene.org 

CATHOLIC WORKERS RENEW 
THE SOLAR SYSTEM!  

By Marcus Page-Collonge 
 

  
 Everybody knows the primary definition of “farm” has to do 
with food. Whether farming animals on behalf of meat-eaters or 
farming vegetables for vegans, farming is supposed to mean abun-
dance. Since 1935, The Catholic Worker movement has been the 
foundation of more than 60 farms, some of which actually produced 
enough food to be consumed off-site.   
 Our land in the Sierra Nevada foothills, though abused for 
170 years, is still an abundant ecosystem that sustains a beautiful 
community of wildlife. But it is rather rocky and dry for vegetable 
farming. A decade ago, founder Chris Montesano and other folks 
preceding Tom, Chelsea and I installed a large solar electric system in 
order to renewably pump enough water to farm this land. They sub-
sequently were able to plant a meadow garden with 15 raised beds 
cultivated in the Biointensive method in order to grow more food. 
Eventually they intended for an expansion of solar power (new bat-
teries and new panels), and we are now following through with that 
vision!   
 Thanks to your help and the expert volunteer guidance of our 
electrical engineering neighbor Garrett O’Brien, this spring we in-
stalled an addition to the solar system that has doubled our electrical 

supply. This power will not only support 15 more garden beds, but also growth in the human community living here, 
nourishing our hope to be joined by another family in this work. On February 27, twelve neighbors joined us to raise 
the new panels and pray for ongoing fire recovery in our county. 
 Some things are worth our effort. We live in a vastly huge solar system: planets spin on their axes and revolve 
around a star, and all those revolutions (dancing planets) work together in rotational perpetuity. Changing the courses 
of planets revolving around a star is not worth the effort. The ability to potentially renew the face of the earth (stop 
pollution, stop structural violence, heal the soil, etc.) is worth the effort. We can look to the beautiful dance of our 
Earth and Sun in order to see deeply Chris Montesano’s vision: that our greatest untapped source of renewable energy 
is the dance of cooperation over competition. Thank you to all who helped make this vision possible! 

CELEBRATING THE FARM’S FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY  
By Tom Spiritbringer 

 
Spring Flowers, Summer Breeze, Autumn Leaves, and Winter Snows. 

If you are totally tuned in, this is the Best Season of your Life.  
~Chinese Proverb 

 
 “Be Here Now!” This colorful, farm-made sign is taped next to the front door of the farmhouse/common 
building. This sign has been there since I moved to the farm five and a half years ago. Like the Chinese expression 
above, no matter what season of our yearly “trip around the Sun” we are in, there is no time like the present. There is 
no time except the present for each of us.   
 So as we journey from Winter into Spring, celebrating our 40th anniversary and preparing for 2017: Year of 
The Universe Story, we believe that honoring this moment in our lives will prepare us for the next. Our present mo-
ment at the Farm will soon be Spring: spring seeds, spring cleaning, spring’s new beginnings. Spring brings bright blos-
soms, cheerful daffodils and fresh air into our lives and homes, not to mention new volunteers! The Equinox on March 
20th gives us permission to bud forth with brand-new creative ideas for the longer daytime sunlight as we walk toward 
the Solstice on June 20th. Join us on Saturday March 19th at 6 pm for a potluck and ritual to welcome Spring!   
 Hopefully by becoming more conscious each day that every moment is a new, fresh Springtime filled with 
unique possibilities, each of us will become “totally tuned in” during these next three months of beauty. One way we 
are tuning in here at the Farm is by recalling with gratitude that at this Sierra foothills site, during this season in 1976, 
our founders bought, preserved, and began this home for so many. How blessed we all have been by the existence of 
this 80-acre community of soil, water, night sky, trees, plants, and animals. Each moment of living in this first California 
Catholic Worker Farm has been an opportunity to share the beauty of this sacred place while cultivating health through 
food, hospitality for everyone who comes, and harmony among those humans and other animals who stay a while.   
 We are looking forward to hosting a reunion of a few of the many long-term friends Chris and Joan made here 
at the Farm during Memorial Day weekend. In September, we will be throwing a Fortieth Anniversary and Fire-
Survival Celebration Autumn Work Party to mark the one-year anniversary of the end of the Butte Fire evacuation. 

We hope you will mark your calendars and join us September 15th-18th 
for a barn dance, firewood splitting and brush clearing, outbuilding demoli-
tion and art party, picnic on the Sheep Ranch town lawn, the annual AIDS 
walk at Big Trees State Park, The Universe Story Walk, a farm and indige-
nous history tour, and our annual Autumn Equinox potluck and ritual. 
Come for some, come for all, come camp out, come stay in a bed, come 
early and stay late! RSVP at farm@CatholicWorker.biz. 
 As we broaden our context and vision for our next 40 Earth-orbits 
around our Sun, we clearly see the need to tell a new, shared Story of how 
all this beauty came to be. Within this unique generation of our human fam-
ily we have been gifted, through telescopes and microscopes, with this New 
Story of Oneness. The Universe Story by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry is 
an evidential, celebratory journey that has the radiant possibility to unite our 
human family at this time of “great promise and great peril” on our 
“Garden Planet of the Universe.” The year 2017 is flaring forth as the Year 
of The Universe Story to help all become familiar with this epic book’s 
message on the 25th anniversary of its release. As 2017 draws closer, you 
will have the opportunity to join the Farm in signing a Celebration Declara-
tion that will be available online and in our next newsletter. 
 Tuning in…  Be here now…  40th anniversary…  Year of The Uni-
verse Story… It’s micro, macro and all in between! We are filled with grati-
tude, hope and Spring-fever as we step into this next moment of unique-
ness and communion. Jolly Brand Spankin’ New Forty to all of us! 

FARM WISH LIST 
Can you help? 

 
WE NEED A USED TRUCK 

( a 4-Wheel Drive with Diesel Engine )  
 

PRESSURE CANNER 
for safely putting up vegetables with less plastic 

 
METAL OR PLASTIC GARBAGE CANS 

for storing compost and used flat soil 
Thank you so much! 

Writings on 
Peace and  

Nonviolence 
 

(The collected 
writings of a  

Franciscan  
peacemaker) 
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