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July 16, 2016 (Start of Year 72 in the Nuclear Era) 

Dear Friend of the Farm, 

     “Generations come and generations go, but Earth abides.” Our founder Chris Montesano shared this joyful observation at 

the blessing of our 40th anniversary reunion barbeque in May, surrounded by children and grandchildren as well as old friends 

of the farm. Thirty people came and shared in a liturgy led by Chelsea, former WWOOF-resident Mike Ziegler, and five semi-

nary students from the Graduate Theological Union. Beth and Chuck Whatford and Lorin and Lacksana Peters brought old 

pictures of the farm and many memories were shared. 

     In July, we continued our intergenerational celebrations with a craft day led by the Schmidt family, who stayed with us for 

three weeks. The Texture:Fabric::Spirit:Soul event included crafts such as corn-husk figures, homegrown and dyed alpaca felt, 

and wildflower candles; storytime, parachute games, swimming and boating, and interpretative dance; a workshop led by Kevin 

on Mother Nurture; and a healthy home cleaning demonstration by Jenn. We will miss them and their children Nizhonia and 

Elijah as they head back East to share their gifts on the road. 

     Imagine our surprise in April when Catherine’s House was struck by lightning during our Earth Day celebration! Only one 

piece of our new solar equipment was damaged, but all the old parts were damaged, bringing the total bill for our renovated solar 

installation up to $25,000. We were blessed by friends and family members who donated online during our 24-hour “strike 

back” fundraising campaign. Now all our solar parts are brand new and protected by lightning arrestors! 

     By popular demand, we have set up a way to contin-

ue processing online donations through a link on our 

homepage (www.earthabidesfarm.wordpress.org). 

We’ve posted pictures there to raise awareness about 

how climate change and the drought are ravaging the 

pine trees of the Sierras – we have already lost 50 trees 

on our land to the pine bark beetle this year. Because 

of our region’s massive pine die-off as well as the burnt 

Butte Fire trees, foresters and mills are not available to 

process this wood. We need your support to rent for-

estry equipment and hire some expert help to remove 

this fire hazard and try slowing the beetle’s spread.   

     Please join us in September for our annual Autumn 

work party and 40th Anniversary Celebration! On Fri-

day, September 15th, we will need help putting up fire-

wood during the day, and at night we’ll celebrate one 

year of return since the Butte Fire evacuation with a 

Full Moonrise sunset hike and a Barn Dance with live 

music. On Saturday, September 16th, we will partici-

pate in the Murphys Cropwalk to fight hunger in the 
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county and overseas, and in the evening we’ll gather the neighborhood for a Butte Fire remembrance and Autumn Equi-

nox ritual and potluck. The whole weekend will include opportunities for prayer, reflection, and learning, including crafts 

like needle felting with alpaca and engraving old barn wood with dremels. As always, come early, stay late! 

     Below you see a reservation form for the September gathering, and on the next page are articles from Tom Spiritbring-

er and from Kelley Kolberg, our new long-term community member! Kelley is an artist who comes to us from Trinity 

House Catholic Worker in Albuquerque, NM, and this fall she is creating a St. Francis prayer garden outside our chapel. 

It will feature a Friends of the Farm art installation with 100 engraved tiles to commemorate our 40th anniversary. We in-

vite you to sponsor one or more tiles with your names, or the names of friends whose spirits have touched the farm and 

vice-versa. Tiles are $40 each, and this memorial fundraiser will help us pay for our upcoming season of HIV/AIDS re-

treats at Catherine’s House. Sign up below to have a tile placed on your friends/your behalf! 

     Thank you so much for your support, we are glad to be building the new society with you! 

Love,  

Chelsea Page, Marcus Collonge, Tom Spiritbringer, Kelley Kolberg 

Reservation Form 

Please mail back to the Catholic Worker Farm at 16777 Armstrong Rd. Sheep Ranch, CA 95246. 

I think I can come celebrate the Farm’s 40th anniversary on September 15th and 16th! 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact info: ________________________________________________________________ 

Arrival and departure dates: ____________________________________     I need a pick-up from San Andreas, CA: _____________________________ 

Number of beds needed and/or tent space needed: _____________    Dietary needs and/or disability accommodations: _________________________ 

I would like to donate online.    I would prefer to set up a monthly payment with my bank. 

I will be a monthly Farm Friend & support your farm life and farm ministry into the future. 

Please send me a set of envelopes to mail in my monthly check. 

 I would like to sponsor a tile for $40 in honor of myself or the following person: _______________________________     

 I am donating to Catherine’s House HIV/AIDS retreats.           

 I am adding 5% as a gift for your Cropwalk pilgrimage to fight hunger. 

 I am adding 5% as a contribution to the Sierra AIDS Walk on September 24th. 
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Purified & Renewed? 

 
By Kelley Kolberg   

 

     Last September, I sat behind a computer in Rochester, 
NY, filled with horror and wonder as I helplessly tracked the 
Butte Fire threatening my past and future home at Earth 
Abides. I didn't know if I felt more discombobulated under 
the thoughts and feelings of loved ones losing their life's 
work, that the celebrated jumping frog of Calaveras County 
would have to hop elsewhere, or the fact that I was tracking 
this transformation behind the serenity of computer pixels. I 
pulled two cards from my 
tarot deck: the three of 
swords and the Magician, 
meaning “pain is a gift, 
what gifts are you going to 
create from it?” 

     I had first moved to 
Earth Abides after what 
seemed to be a nuclear 
winter of subzero temper-
atures in 2014, complete 
with horizontal fracking in 
my hometown. A dream 
instructed me to “go to a 
patch o' land. Sit under a 
tree. The Eagle will lay 
her eggs. You are to wit-
ness.” When I woke up, 
my first a-ha was “Apache 
Land,” so I moved to New Mexico, where I had visited Mar-
cus years before while he was at Trinity House Catholic 
Worker. But I wasn’t happy there. A few months later, I 
found myself on an actual patch of land, living in “Pace 
House” with Marcus and Chelsea at their new community, 
the Catholic Worker Farm. 

     After a summer, I decided to head back to New Mexico 
because Trinity House needed help. Before I left, we gath-
ered wheat seeds from the prior year's harvest and threshed 
them with our feet. We ground the seeds into flour. With 
that, we made a loaf of bread and shared it with one another 
while singing “Dear friends, dear friends. . . You have meant 
so much to me, I love you.” In a state of bliss, I promised to 
return by spring. But a year passed, and by last fall, I had 
moved East to be closer to my mother, who had fallen ill. 

    The fire raged on, and I didn't think Creation could 
squeeze my throat or heart any tighter, though my eyes 
seemed to have been affected by the drought—-no tears. Be-
fore the fire, I kept telling myself the farm'll always be there--
Earth abides, right? 

     The farm did survive. But my mom wasn't getting any bet-
ter. This spring, her illness took a turn while I was reading on 
Earth Abides' blog that the solar panels had been struck by 
lightning. Two days later, she passed. Chels called and invit-
ed me back home. Without hesitation, I returned. Here, I 
can see the Milky Way shining from the East when I walk 
home through the meadow after evening prayer in the Pace 
House chapel. I imagine its light reaching down, breathing 
life into and out of me. I witness generations of Scalzo bean 
seeds and children sprouting with joy. I notice pine trees 
struggling from the drought. I remember that ashes renew the 
soil, as Calaveras County rises up like the phoenix from the 
fire. While gathering eggs produced at the farm, I'm remind-
ed of my dream to be a witness to creation as we incubate a 
new society within the shell of the old. 

2017 Year of  
The Universe Story  

 
By Tom Spiritbringer 

 
 

“There is eventually only one Story, the 
Story of The Universe.” 

 
     Last month during a gathering at a Unitarian 
Universalist group John Kramer reminded 
everyone before we sang the song “Firemist and 
the Planet” to “sing all the verses so we can 
honor the songwriter’s whole story.” It felt so 
good to see that a deeply desired suggestion of 
mine had taken hold. If we only sang one verse 
of every song, or only read one chapter of every 
book, we would feel cheated of the intended 
whole story. How would you react if you were 
kept from watching the last half of a movie? 

     Next year, 2017, will bring in the 25th 
anniversary of the epic book The Universe Story 
by Thomas Berry and Brian Swimme. This 
story of how all came 
to be doesn't skip any 
verses or chapters of 
The Universe Story. 
Essentially for the first 
time, now that our 
generation has the new 
scientific evidence, we 
are able to tell the 
physical and spiritual 
journey of the past 
13.8 billion years! 
How can you 
participate, you ask? 

     After a nudge from 
The Universe last 
August, a team was 
assembled to create 
the 2017 Year of The 
Universe Story Initiative. As Brian Swimme 
says, “How are we going to tell The Universe 
Story to our children?” This is one way. Check 
out the website 
www.2017YearofTheUniverseStory.com and 
consi-der signing the Celebration Declaration, 
like our Earth Abides Catholic Worker Farm 
community did on Earth Day, April 22nd, and 
co-author Brian Swimme did on June 3rd. Once 
the Human Family knows our role in our 
stupendous cosmos on this “Garden Planet of 
The Universe,” then a jolly, brand spankin' new 
future and human identity will come forth!      

     The Universe is one, single, multi-form 
celebra-tory event that has brought forth you and 
your family, the Earth Community of minerals, 
seas, plants and animals, not to mention all the 
stars, planets and galaxies. Let's get to know our 
WHOLE Home and Story! 

http://www.2017YearofTheUniverseStory.com
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Earth Abides Land Trust Association 
16777 Armstrong Rd 
Mountain Ranch CA 95246 

 

CALENDAR OF LIVING AT THE CATHOLIC WORKER FARM 

 

August 27 @ 10am: Texture Spirit Soul Fabric (Family Craft Weekend)  

September 15—18: Autumn Work Party, Equinox Ceremony and Barn Dance 

Sept 24-26 OFF-SITE: Come to Nevada’s Desert for an NDE event (see advert above)  

Oct 7-10 OFF-SITE: National Catholic Worker 
Gathering at Creech Air Force Base 

Oct 17-20: HIV/AIDS Retreat 

Nov 28– Dec 1: HIV/AIDS Retreat 

December 17 @ 4pm: Solstice Holiday Cere-
monies, bring a musical instrument! 
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