
 Earth Abides Catholic Worker Farm News Page 1 

 

                          Holy Days 2016    Volume 40  Issue 3 

How Can We 

Embrace The 

New Paradigm? 

 
Come Visit! 

Please Donate! 
 

Look Inside 
for details 

The Changing Face of Our Forest                                     Artwork by Kelley Kolberg 

                        By Marcus Pegasus Collonge 

The death of evergreens has finally come to the farm. Pine 

bark beetles flourished in the drought this summer, sapping nour-

ishment from our pines’ sapless trunks. Our neighbors tend to 

despair as the landscape changes from green to brown amidst the 

carnage of tree carcasses. But I used to live in the desert in Albu-

querque, where newcomers eventually learn to appreciate “30 

shades of brown” in the landscape. I also enjoy viewing the char-

coal blackness of burnt trees still standing from the Butte Fire last 

year. Yet I understand the human grief over massive change. I care 

about folks who grieve the loss of what was common here at the 

mid-level Sierra Nevada for the past millennia. Fortunately, our 

HIV/AIDS guests on retreat at Catherine’s house this fall have still 

been able to enjoy the beauty of our land. They can always teach 

us about loss and letting go. 

 

November is a time to muse over and be inspired by the 

past, our ancestors in faith as well as our beloved dead. At the Catholic Worker Farm, we are along for the 

ride as beloved trees die, as people in cities are murdered, as workers in our brutal American society forfeit 

their mental health in pursuit of resource consumption, and as wars rage across the planet, often started be-

cause of cruel and greedy US policies. We know not what the future will bring, how our environment will 

continue changing from global warming, nor how we will survive. But we know we will always have work to do 

here: the social justice task of sharing this beautiful space (and all its greens, browns, yellows, blacks and other 

glorious colors) with humans who can’t live in nature full-time, and, the environmental stewardship job of 

working with nature, not against it, to create the new society within the shell of the old. 

 

This fall, winter, and next spring, our hard labor includes cutting down the dead trees and tending to 

the five or six oldest, nearest trees we wish to save. We have about 90 trees that were killed here at the Earth 

Abides Land Trust—so far. This kind of management of our land trust is a new frontier for volunteers and 

residents here. It was always important in our first 40 years to maintain defensible space around buildings and 

an exit path in case of wildfire. Now, with thousands of people grappling with the pine bark beetle in our area, 

we are on our own to manage our forest, bring down trees, process the lumber onsite            Continues on Page 2 
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“As of Today” Sung At The            
Catholic Worker Gathering in Vegas!       

By Tom Spiritbringer 

“As of Today, As of Today, All has changed since yesterday. As 
of Today, As of Today. All has changed since yes-ter-day.” 

       We live in an alive, unfolding, irreversible and unrepeatable 

Universe.  All beings are changing and growing in some manner 

during each moment of The 

Universe Story, which as of today is 

13.799 billion years old and 

counting.  These scientific and 

evidential knowings were part of the 

workshop I presented at the 

International Catholic Worker 

Gathering in Las Vegas this October: 

“The Universe Story: Our New 

Context for the Human Family's 

Present and Future.” 

 

    Change.  Story.  Community.  Those were the three terms I 

asked everyone to remember if they took something away from 

the presentation.  Each day all three of these concepts will 

change in our lives as Catholic Workers and in the lives of all 

that is in the Universe Community.  The year 2016 has seen a lot 

of change in the community of all beings at the farm, yet the land 

continues to embrace us with its ever-renewing hospitality. 

 

      2017 is The Year of The Universe Story, with celebrations 

taking place around the Earth. We will commit ourselves to 

another 25 years of awareness of our Universe’s story, as told 

beautifully by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry in their 1992 

book The Universe Story. We are the ancestors of future 

generations who will embrace this constant change.  I will leave 

you with the website and a verse from the song “As of Today.” 

 

“Pine trees are taller, 
Humans too.  Every 
hair on your head is 
longer, Even if you 
only have a few! A 
baby goat is born, 
Unique from every 

other. As the Universe 
expands at one million 

miles a day.” 

  www.2017YearofTheUniverseStory.com 

Continued from Page 1               
 

and use the wood appropriately.      This will 

take money, which we don’t have to spare from 

our HIV/AIDS retreat program. Can you send 

a generous gift this holiday season to support 

our work? 

 

 In early November, Chris and Joan 

Montesano came back to the farm to celebrate 

the 25
th
 anniversary of the Catherine’s House 

retreat program by hosting a reunion for guests 

who have been attending such retreats here for 

twenty years. Chris and Joan delighted us with 

their founding stories honoring Fr. Richard 

Purcell and Fr. Joseph Prochnow (see that and 

the 40th anniversary slideshow on vimeo.com, 

linked from pax.CatholicWorker.biz). Long-term 

AIDS survivors are aging and dying with HIV, 

yet we celebrate the blessing that our guests’ 

lives continue with enhanced delight due to 

Catherine’s House and your generosity. 

 

 I have understood that “hospitality is 

resistance” since I first visited the Catholic 

Worker Farm in the 1990s. Looking ahead to 

the horrors of a Trump regime, we commit to 

remaining here, to share the land as a method 

of offering strength and healing from the filthy 

rotten system. Our hearts are joined with the 

water protectors at Standing Rock as we contin-

ue in the Catholic Worker tradition of ques-

tioning the systemic proliferation of injustice 

towards poor folks and the environment, both 

in our watershed and in other parts of North-

ern California, including Livermore nuclear 

weapons lab. We are never alone in our re-

sistance; as Tom explains in the article on the 

left: As of Today, hospitality is in the very na-

ture of our Universe. 

In Good Spirits, As Your Servant,             
 Marcus on behalf of Chelsea, Kelley & Tom. 

 

http://www.2017YearofTheUniverseStory.com
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Feedback & Donation Form                                                    
Please mail back to the Catholic Worker Farm at 16777 Armstrong Rd. Sheep Ranch, CA 95246. 

We invite you to sponsor one or more tiles with your names, or the names of friends whose spirits have touched the 

farm and vice-versa. Tiles are $40 each, and the mini-monument is being placed near the former Montesano family 

home (called Pace Domi, a house of peace). We’ll be installing the tiles in the Spring for this memorial wall, during 

the forty-first year of the Catholic Worker Farm.  

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact info: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I would like to donate online.     

 I would prefer to set up a monthly payment with my bank. 

 I will be a monthly Farm Friend & support your farm life and farm ministry into the future. 

 Please send me a set of envelopes to mail in my monthly check. 

 Please send a copy of The Abiding Story to my friend:    __________________________________ 

 I am donating to Catherine’s House HIV/AIDS retreats.        

 I would like to sponsor a Memorial Tile for $40 in honor of myself or the following person: 

 

  ____________________________________________________      

Keep Your Eyes Open: 
The Abiding Story 

 

At the close of our fortieth year, 

Earth Abides Catholic Worker 

(CW) Farm celebrates the CW 

newspaper tradition by re-naming 

our publication.  

 

In spring of 2017, please keep 

your eyes open for a copy of  
The Abiding Story  as what you 

now see will be history—the final 

issue of Farm News. Also, please 

let us know if you wish to stay on 

our mailing list, or if you want us 

to send a copy of The Abiding 
Story  to a friend. 

 

Ask Us To Speak To 
Your Students! 

 

Many of our readers are teachers 

or friends of teachers in public 

and private institutions. If you fit 

such shoes, and wish to have 

someone from Earth Abides 

Catholic Worker Farm come 

speak to students at an institution 

in Northern California, let us 

know.  

We can talk to classes about:  

Gardening 

Laudato Si 

HIV/AIDS 

Nuclear Weapons 

The Universe Story 

Catholic Social Teaching 

 

Just give us a phone call: 

(209) Atom-Fan 
 

The Peace of Wild Things 
By Wendell Berry 

 

When despair grows in me  

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and  

my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water,  

and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of  wild things 

who do not tax their lives with  

forethought of grief. 

I come into the presence of still water. 

and I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting for their light. 

For a time 

I rest 

in the grace of the world,  

and am free. 
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Earth Abides Land Trust 
16777 Armstrong Rd 
Mountain Ranch CA 95246 
 
 
 

               ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 Catholic worker farm CALENDAR 

Phone us for more information: 209.728.8271 

Nov 25th (OFFSITE): Solidarity with Standing Rock Vigil @ bank in Sandreas, CA (see farm.lovarchy.org)  
 GET INVOLVED: www.StandingRockSolidarityNetwork.org 

Nov 26th @ 10:00am: Texture:Fabric :: Spirit:Soul Craft Retreat Weekend (see ad above) 

Nov 28– Dec 1: HIV/AIDS Retreat 

December 7th @ 3:30pm (OFFSITE): LLNL Vigil for justice on December  

December 17 @ 4pm (OFFSITE):   Solstice Holiday Ceremonies, bring a musical instrument to Don & Patty’s 

December 16-18 :  SHANTI’s HIV Retreat @ Catherine’s House  

ALL YEAR January through December: 2017YearofTheUniverseStory.com 

January 15@ 2:00pm (OFFSITE): Transformative Justice: Martin Luther King Jr Day Event @ the Sonora High Auditorium           

 with the guest speaker Dr. Mimi Kim who works in the field of Restorative Justice 

 

January 16 to 21 (OFFSITE):  Celebrate MLK: No Coronation of Violence (a week of nonviolent direct action                            

 to stop the US Empire — see CatholicWorker.biz for more information). 

February 10-12 : Evolutionary Weekend to celebrate the Earth 
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Texture:Fabric :: Spirit:Soul 
Creative Work For  

a Post-Industrial Age  

November 26, 2016 
+ 

ceremonies, Meals, work 
 Learn to make     

PAPER,  
GOAT CHEESE,  GOAT MILK SOAP,  

SOLAR BOX OVENS,  

and 
we’ll also be working with  

ALPACA FIBER and PINE WOOD. 
 

Call 209.728.2193 for more info! 


